
Dear friends, 

We are delighted to introduce one more 
NEWSLETTER with information about our recent 
events and developments. 

Through the combined efforts of our partners and 
member YMCAs across Europe, we continue 
strengthening our working platform with a focus on 
youth empowerment and a pan European 
perspective. You will find examples about the way we 
achieve those goals through our signature 
programmes and initiatives.
 
We encourage you to follow the news published 
weekly in our web and also to be active on our social 
media channels.

As we cannot do our work without your continued 
support, we kindly invite you to renew your 
commitment to our “Friends of YMCA Europe” 
campaign. See the link and “donate” button on the 
right column. 

On behalf of our Executive Committee and Staff 
Team, we thank you for your continuous support, 
your active participation and your inspiration. 

Enjoy reading! 

Ed Eggink                               Juan Simoes Iglesias 
President                                Secretary General 

Your support through the Campaign 
focuses directly on YMCA Europe key 
areas together with other initiatives that 
are the more visible and concrete 
expressions of our work. 

http://www.ymcaeurope.com
https://www.paypal.com/cz/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=QEj7U22cXkozZWuOqmXc9bwjMluDYV_T3tA-42w95Nrpovwt8MXFa2WVgNm&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d66f31424b43e9a70645c907a6cbd8fb4
http://www.ymcaeurope.com/become-a-friend-of-ymca-europe
https://www.facebook.com/ymcaeurope
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ymcaeurope/sets/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ymca-europe?trk=nav_account_sub_nav_company_admin
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCABOXyiT-nBSdHb2Zhbewcw
https://twitter.com/ymcaeurope


YMCA Europe´s Executive Committee 
met in Prague from September 19th to 
the 21st. 

The agenda included more than 20 
items from updates on the 
implementation of our Strategic Plan 
to reports about our different 
programme groups and finances. 

There were also presentations and 
discussions that led to decisions on 
relevant topics for YMCA Europe. 

You can find the minutes of 
our previous Executive 
Committee meetings in our 
web. Click here.

FIELD AND PARTNER GROUP MEETINGS 

The meeting - chaired by Jan Nissen from Sweden - 
took place in September in Kiev in a very 
challenging context due to the situation of the 
country. For that reason a number of discussions 
focused on the survival of local organizations in 
Eastern Ukraine and Crimea and – of course – on 
YMCA Ukraine programmes supporting victims of 
the war, especially children-refugees from Eastern 
Ukraine. Visiting UNICEF office and discussing 
further co–operation, YMCA Ukraine and YMCA 
Europe have opened new perspectives for aid and 
humanitarian projects.

The team also reviewed the implementation of 
YMCA Ukraine´s strategic plan, its main 
programmes and the next steps in the relation with 
partner movements and local YMCAs. 

Read more here.

                                                                       

The meeting – chaired by Martin Weder from 
Switzerland – was held in October at YMCA house in 
Voloshin.  Field Group members from England, 
Germany, Sweden, Switzerland together with 
Belorussian hosts celebrated its 20th meeting! 

On this occasion, together with Michal Szymanczak  
Ed Eggink, President of YMCA Europe attended the 
meeting informing the participants about the recent 
deve lopments  w i th in  our  movement  and  
congratulating YMCA Belarus for its success.

Read more here.

The meeting took place in Gjakova from 2nd to 5th 
October. It was chaired by Jenny Enqvist, (YMCA 
Finland) and  was also attended by the National Board 
and key staff members. Adam Rychlik represented 
YMCA Europe. The meeting was another stage in 
programme and institutional development of the 
George Williams Youth Association, which as the 
YMCA movement in Kosovo is aiming at full standards 
of a democratic NGO.

An important part of this meeting was the opening a 
Charity Shop in Gjakova, as part of a  project funded 
by Y's Men International through Time of Fast grant . 
The event was attended by the mayor of the city Ms 
Mimoza Kusari- Lila, who provides full support to the 
YMCA in Kosovo.

Read more here.

                                                                 

On October 1-3rd YMCA Armenia Partners' Group 
Meeting took place. Representatives of YMCA 
Armenia partner organizations visited some of the 
local YMCA organizations. 

Together with YMCA Armenia leadership and 
Vardan Hambardzumyan representing YMCA 
Europe, they discussed issued related with YMCA 
Armenia movement strengthening and youth 
engagement as well as the development of 
partnership between YMCA Armenia and YMCAs 
represented.

http://www.ymcaeurope.com/minutes-from-executive-committee-meetings
http://www.ymcaeurope.com/ukraine-in-our-hearts
http://www.ymcaeurope.com/field-group-belarus-meeting-in-volozhin
http://www.ymcaeurope.com/opening-ymca-charity-shop-in-gjakova-kosovo


Thank you to the great work that all Programme Groups develop on a daily bases. Special gratitude 
to all the chair persons and members of the groups representing local and national YMCAs 
involved. Here are some highlights of the meetings that took place over the past weeks.  

The Christian Orientation Group 
(COG) met in Zurich, this 
September. We spoke about our 
role and function in YMCA Europe. 

COG will enable and encourage all 
levels of YMCA to reflect and act 
according to the Christian roots of  

That network will be our source of 
information on needs and our 
resource for expertise. 

Maybe you have seen our 
. Or you have seen 

one of the messages we sent to 
seminars from YMCA Europe. 

Facebookpage

YMCA, appropriate to their (local, national, social, 
political) situation.

The Paris Basis grounded the new wording of our 
mission: make people experience something of 
the Kingdom of God in YMCA.

To fulfill this mission we came to a new 
organization model: a COG - board to take care of 
daily responsibilities, surrounded by 
representatives from all National Movements and 
specialists on certain subjects. 

Or you were inspired by the key note speech from 
last GA. Maybe you have ideas on inclusive 
Christianity, or questions, or remarks, or stories to 
share. Please feel free to contact us at 

.

Also if you are interested to join COG in one way 
or the other. And ask yourself: where do you see 
something of the Kingdom of God in your YMCA?

On behalf of Christian Orientation Group
Marloes Meijer, Chair

cog@ymcaeurope.com

EUROPEAN SPORTS GROUP 

ESY held its Annual Meeting in Kolding, 
Denmark on October 23rd.  for 
the photo album. Ed Eggink, President of 
YMCA Europe congratulated the team and 
shared the latest developments at YMCA 
Europe.

The agenda included reports from 8 
movements that are active members at ES   

Click here

and also a calendar for upcoming programmes and initiatives. ESY board elected Volker Kamin 
(Germany) as Chair for the next 2 years.The group and all of us at YMCA Europe deeply thank Eje 
Grönquist for his work and commitment over the past years. Thank you!  Follow ESY on Facebook

EUROPEAN TEN SING GROUP 

The ETS Board met in Madrid from October 30th to 
November 2nd. 

Sebastian Vogt as Chair facilitated the discussions which 
included a review of the steps that the group took over the 
past months and the development of future plans and 
initiatives. 

A special aspect during the meeting was the agreement 
about the evaluation process for YMCA Europe´s actual 
strategic plan and its impact on ETS. YMCA Spain hosted 
one of the sessions of this programme group meeting. 
Thank you!  

Follow ETS on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ymcacog/
mailto:cog@ymcaeurope.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ymcaeurope/sets/72157648987762152/
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanSportYMCA
https://www.facebook.com/pages/European-Ten-Sing-Group/272261269475284


In the year of “Inclusive Christianity” as main 
programme focus, YMCA Europe invited for the 
8th Catch the Vision Seminar. 

Participants from 13 countries (Argentina, 
Belarus, Czech Rep., England, Germany, 
Iceland, Malta, N. Ireland, Poland, Russia, Spain, 
Sweden, Ukraine) came in October to Voloshin in 
Belarus for a journey through Cultural Roots of 
Peaceful Co-existence. During this journey 
everyone had possibility to experience Orthodox 
and old Jewish spirituality, to feel atmosphere 
and inspiration of Catholic churches and the 
mosque of local Tatars, to remember about 

Holocaust during 2nd World War and to analyse their own personal development within the mission of 
YMCA.  Read more .here

AWARD
YMCA Europe`s seminar „Change Agents: YMCA and 
youth empowerment for social transformation” (co-
organized by YES group) which took place in 2013 in 
Gdynia, Poland was awarded by Eastern Europe 
Initiative Congress with Commendation in the 
competition for Best Cross-Border Projects in the 
category “Civil Society”. 

We are proud! The ceremony took place in Nov. in 
Lublin, Poland with Belorussian, English, German, 
Polish, Ukrainian YMCAs and YMCA Europe 
representatives present there. 

Read more .here

COOPERATION BETWEEN Y'S MEN- YMCA IN EUROPE
MEETING Y'S MEN – YMCA IN RIGA

The meeting was held in Riga, September 13. -14. 
2014 and was facilitated by Flemming Stentoft – 
ASD Europe Service Director for YMCA relation.  
The representatives of Y's Men International, Y's 
Men Latvia , YMCA Latvia and YMCA Europe met 
for strengthening the cooperation between Y's Men's 
and YMCA on local, national and European level in 
the Baltic countries and for initiating a movement strengthening process for the Latvian YMCA.

All parts that participated in the meeting signed a document called “Principles of Partnership between 
YMCA Latvia and Y's Men International”. The document gave foundation for the future platforms of 
common work, but above all it was the expression of good will of cooperation. The meeting was 
concluded by an  action plan for the next several months. This common  initiative opened another 
chapter of cooperation between YMCA and Y's Men  in Europe. 

HELP FOR ILL ROMA CHILDREN IN ALBANIA 
From 23rd  to 30th  August 2014 a group of travelers from  
the  Krakow YMCA, Poland  visited the city of Shkodra , 
Albania. The delegation handed medicines purchased and 
collected by the Polish YMCA. 

That was the reaction to the call of “John Murray Community 
Centre” (run by YMCA Shkodra)  for help to Roma children 
with asthmatic disease. Albanian YMCA responded by 
helping the Polish delegates to run biological researches in 
Albania since  the group represented the “Nature Lovers 
Club”. All the event was arranged with the assistance  of the 
YMCA Europe staff. 

http://www.ymcaeurope.com/making-the-ordinary-unique-catching-the-vision-in-belarus
http://www.ymcaeurope.com/honorable-mention-for-agents-of-change-ymca-and-youth-empowerment-for-social-transformation


The graduates of the Roots for exchange visit to Istanbul, Turkey Peace Work Institute graduates - 
Reconciliation Peace Work (October 20 – 26). The last empowered youth opinion leaders 
Institute series elaborated these initiative within this scheme is the acting for change in their sending 
initiatives aiming at peace culture Georgian group exchange visit to organizations and respective 
education and cross-border Russia, scheduled around communities as multipliers of 
dialogue. First in the timeline was Orthodox Christmas (January peace culture and cross-border 
the study visit to Nagorno 2015). dialogue. Exactly what YMCA 
Karabagh (August 23 – 29), then Europe Roots for Reconciliation 
the ‘Bridges for the Future’ Yet at this point we can accent project are set to achieve, in 
regional Balkan event in Pristina, that all the events have been mere comprehensive line with the 
Kosovo (September 6 – 11), and success, showing clear evidence YMCA Europe Strategy 2011 – 
recently Armenian group of behavior change amongst the 2016. 

August – October 2014 was a key period 
for the implementation of the Tandem Grant Tool initiatives 
within YMCA Europe Roots for Reconciliation project. 

October 20 – 26, some 20 Armenian and Turkish young people gathered together in Istanbul to establish 
amiable relations and get empowered to act for improved mutual trust and 

understanding. In order to learn about the context and the prominence of this 
Tandem Grant Tool initiative within YMCA Europe Roots for Reconciliation 

project, we would like to remind you that there are no diplomatic 
relations between Turkey and Armenia, and the border between 
these neighboring countries remains closed. 

The participants were not challenged to focus on those and many 
other dividers, but rather they were focused on searching for  
connectors and shared positive values. And they managed to find 
many! Follow the photo gallery .here

The study visit was hosted by YMCA Artsakh and included learning 
about the situation in Karabakh, meetings to politicians, activists 
and members of the church in Karabakh as well as talking to the 
people who live there, who have personal experience of the 
conflict. Also the group learned about the work that YMCA Artsakh 
is delivering. 

The study visit was attended by representatives from YMCA 
England, YMCA Spain, YMCA Belarus, YMCA Russia, YMCA 
Europe, YMCA Kosovo and Canada.

Follow the photo gallery .here

The only way to shed the “Balkans melting pot” reference is to dispel 
myths and start at a grass roots level with the youth. 

The added value of doing this on an International level is for young 
people from post conflict areas to realize they are not alone, to provide 
a greater support network and also to share responsibility for the 
common future of Europe. 

Using an innovative format, the “Bridges for the Future” Seminar 
invited participants to work as creative production teams where they 
were expected to simulate a project creative process. 
Follow the  and the photo gallery videos

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ymcaeurope/sets/72157648618413588/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ymcaeurope/sets/72157647223873558/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ymcaeurope/sets/72157646451893893/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVyhHLdIrt6_k31Iue3Tem4FBgWYxh885


OTHER NEWS

YMCA-YWCA SWITZERLAND,
150 YEARS OF RICH HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENTS

Last September 6th, YMCA-YWCA SWITZERLAND 
celebrated its first 150 years of history.

Hundreds of members, volunteers and staff gathered in 
Bern and took part in a diverse program that included a 
vibrant service at Church Spiegel followed by a walk to 
Gurten, a hill with a breathtaking view over the city. Read 
more about the event .here

In August 2014, the 
Italian Federation of 
YMCAs  appointed Paola 
Petracchi as Secretary 
General of YMCA Italy. 

Read more here.

YMCA and YWCA Iceland 
has appointed Tómas 
Torfason as National 
Secretary General. 
His predecessor was 
Gyða Karlsdóttir. 
Read more .here

Robert Feith has been  
appointed as National 
Secretary General of 
YMCA of the Netherlands.

Read more .here

Kerry Reilly has been 
appointed as National 
General Secretary of 
YMCA Scotland effective 
from 5 January 2015.

Read more .here

NEW 

SECRETARIES

GENERAL

Fom October 30th to 
November 2nd the 
Global Staff Team met 
in Geneva under the 
leaderrship of Johan 
Vilhekm Eltvik, 
Secretary General of 
the World Alliance of 
YMCAs). 

The GST includes the Secetary Generals of all Areas 
(Africa, Asia-Pacific, Latin America, Canada, US and 
Europe) together with WAY´s executive staff. Juan Simoes 
Iglesias represents Europe at the GST.

http://www.ymcaeurope.com/ymca-ywca-switzerland-150-years-of-rich-history-and-developments
http://www.ymcaeurope.com/paola-petracchi-new-secretary-general-of-ymca-italy
http://www.ymcaeurope.com/tomas-torfason-new-secretary-general-of-ymca-ywca-iceland
http://www.ymcaeurope.com/robert-feith-new-national-secretary-general-ymca-of-the-netherlands
http://www.ymcaeurope.com
https://www.facebook.com/ymcaeurope
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ymcaeurope/sets/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ymca-europe?trk=nav_account_sub_nav_company_admin
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCABOXyiT-nBSdHb2Zhbewcw
https://twitter.com/ymcaeurope
http://www.ymcaeurope.com

