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INTERESTING  TIMES  THIS MONTH 

Summer is a definitely quieter time in 
Brussels. The political institutions like the 
European Parliament cease activities, and 
organizations like ours concentrate on 
preparations for the new start in September, 
projects and other activities that can obtain 
more time and attention at this time of the 
year. For us it is a great time to better shape 
our structure and our processes. 

The foundations 
As mentioned, this can be a very appropriate 
time to give a more structured shape to the 
work we have laid down in the previous 
months. In particular, we will soon launch an 
open call to select the new Youth Policy 
Group. You will find more information about 
the Youth Policy Group (YPG) at page 2. 
Another important activity for this time has 
been keeping the advocacy work up to speed 
with the European Youth Forum on the big 
matters like the Budget and the Erasmus+ 

review. We have met with other youth NGOs 
and the YFJ to define the calendar for the next 
activities in this realm, and you will be able to 
find more information on these issues at page 
2. As we mentioned, call for proposals have 
been published in this period having deadlines 
in the months of September and October: we 
invite you to have a look at them at page 3.  

 
Projects and Programmes 
We stated in the previous issue how summer is a 
good time to plan to apply for project, and it really 
is! See page 3 for more information on the 
available calls, paying special attention to the 
October deadline for Erasmus+: it’s a call for 
which you should apply to your National Agency: 
if you want to know how, please contact us at 
ilenia@ymaceurope.com. 

 

How far we’ve come 

At the start of July, the Brussels office received a visit 
from our new President Mark Will and our Secretary 
General, Juan Simoes Iglesias. Together they were 
updated on the progress of the Brussels Office, and they 
laid down the priorities of the work in Brussels for the 
next months. It was a great opportunity to review 
together the scope, the aim and the span of activities of 
the office, and to plan for the future! 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparations 
by Ilenia Ventroni 
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You might remember how in the previous 
issue we mentioned that we would keep an 
eye on the Erasmus+ Implementation report. 
The first exchange of views in the CULT 
Committee (the European Parliament’s 
committee in charge of reading, amending 
and approving the report before the rest of 
the Assembly) has indeed happened on the 
13th of July, and we were there. We were 
present together with the YFJ and WOSM to 
verify that the Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) that have welcomed our 
observations on the report would also bring 
those observations to the attention of the 

whole committee. This was indeed the case, 
and we saw our main points presented to the 
Committee: simplification of applications for 
smaller member organizations, the need to 
reform Key Action 2 to increase the success 
rate, more support for European NGOs, etc. 

The next steps will include the tabling of 
amendments and the vote in the Committee, 
and we will present more detailed 
observations and suggestions for this. 

We will also try to be present at the next 
events where we could meet MEPs concerned 

with youth issues to bring our positions 
forward. This will allow us to get a better 
influence on the next possible modification so 
Erasmus+. We will keep you updated on these 
issues, and feel free to ask us anything you 
want to know on what we are doing and how! 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the months of July and August, we 
have been preparing an open call to select a 
new Youth Policy Group. The Youth Policy 
Group (YPG) is at the core of the new area 
YMCA Europe is working on: Advocacy. 
Advocacy consists basically in forming YMCA 
Europe opinions on policy issues that interest 
us, and to present them to the world in a 
coherent way. It also means that those 
opinions will be used to influence decision 
making at a European level, through our 
Brussels office. These opinions need to be 
formed in a structured way, by people who 
have the time and the expertise to develop 
them and to cooperate with the Brussels 
office on the everyday work related to them. 

The YPG is a group of 7 people 
that has been designated a 
couple of years ago to fulfill this 
role, and that needs to be 
renovated today. 2 of the 
members will always be our Representatives 
at the YFJ and Council of Europe.  

The other 5 are selected through an open call, 
which will soon be sent to all movements and 
published on our website. The members 
bringing forth their candidature need to be 
supported by their Board, and will be selected 
on the basis of the criteria mentioned in the 
Call, stemming from the Terms of Reference 
of the YPG. The Brussels office will support 

the whole process, and it will support the YPG 
in its work.  If you want more information on 
the YPG and/or you want to participate to the 
call, do not hesitate to contact us at 
ilenia@ymcaeurope.com, or simply follow 
the procedure indicated in the call. 

This is a very important moment in the 
development of our advocacy, and we hope to 
see many of you involved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advocacy: next steps 

by Ilenia Ventroni 

The Youth Policy Group 
by Ilenia Ventroni 

mailto:ilenia@ymcaeurope.com
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Here you will be able to find all relevant calls for proposals open at the moment. If you have any question on them, feel free to contact us and we will 
help you out! 

 

 

 

 What is it? Deadline Link 

Open call for Visegrad Fund’s 
Small grants 

The International Visegrad Fund is an 
international organization, founded by the 
governments of the Visegrad Group (V4) 
countries (the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
the Republic of Poland, and the Slovak 
Republic). Grant support is given to 
original projects in the areas of culture, 
science and research, youth exchanges, 
crossborder cooperation and tourism 
promotion. 

September 1 and  
December 1 2016 

http://visegradfund.org/grants/standar
d-grants/  

International Activity – Council of 
Europe 

International meeting of young people or 
youth leaders in Europe which contribute 
to the work of the youth sector of the 
Council of Europe in topic, methodology 
and with a clear European dimension. 

October 1st 2016 http://www.coe.int/en/web/european-
youth-foundation/international-
activity  

Key Action 1: Mobility of 
individuals 

Learning Mobility of Individuals in the field 
of Youth 

October 4th 2016 Please refer to you National Agency 
and to the Programme Guide 
(http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/eras
mus-plus/resources_en ) at page 32, 75 
and 89 

Key Action 2: Co-operation for 
innovation and the exchange of 

good practices 

Strategic Partnerships in the field of youth October 4th 2016 Please refer to you National Agency 
and to the Programme Guide 
(http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/eras
mus-plus/resources_en ) at page 107 

Key Action 3: Support for policy 
reform 

Structured Dialogue with Youth October 4th 2016 Please refer to you National Agency 
and to the Programme Guide 
(http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/eras
mus-plus/resources_en ) at page 185 

 

Funding Opportunities 
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